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Occurrence patterns of bottlenose dolphin calves (Tursiops truncatus) in 
Cape May, New Jersey

Introduction
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) are found in most tropical 
and temperate oceans worldwide. While T. truncatus migrate to warmer 
temperatures during the winter months on the US East Coast, a resident 
population resides in New Jersey coastal waters during the summer months. 
As these dolphins begin their northern migration in the Spring from their 
southern winter grounds, they mate and produce calves during March and 
April. Once in NJ, mothers with calves can often be seen throughout the 
summer months. Little is known about habitat use, occurrence, and 
distribution patterns of these mothers/calf pairs in Cape May.  By looking at a 
3-year photo-


