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to form the largest owner operator of US gaming assets. If finalized, the merger would put four of Atlantic 
City’s nine casinos under the ownership of a single company.  
 
Gaming industry professionals gather for 23rd annual East Coast Gaming Congress and NextGen 
Gaming Forum - As reported by The Press of Atlantic City, gaming industry professionals gathered at 
Harrah’s Waterfront Conference Center for the annual gaming forum. Further details and a recap of last 
year’s event can be found at the ECGC site.  
 
Hard Rock and Ocean celebrate one-year anniversary - As reported by The Press of Atlantic City, 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino and Ocean Casino Resort celebrated the anniversary of their opening in 
Atlantic City and reflected on the past year. 
 
New Jersey surpasses Nevada in sports betting handle in May - As reported by The Press of Atlantic 
City , New Jersey sports betting operators handled a higher volume of wagers in May 2019 than their west 
coast counterparts. For the first time since the launch of legal sports betting in New Jersey, casino and 
race track operators surpassed Nevada operators in both handle and revenue for the month.   
  
 

National Gaming News 
 
Federal court rules on Interstate Wire Act - As reported by Forbes, on June 3 the U.S. District Court 
for the District of New Hampshire held that the Interstate Wire Act applies only to "activities associated 
with sports gambling" and not to the interstate sale of online lottery tickets. The judgement contradicts the 
November 2018 memorandum from the US Department of Justice which expanded the interpretation of 
the Wire Act to include all interstate gambling transactions.  
 
Illinois legalizes sports betting- As reported by Legal Sports Report, Illinois Governor J. B. Pritzker 
signed sports betting into law on June 28. The State Gaming Board is currently drafting sports betting 
regulations, but they are expected to include prohibitions against wagering on Illinois collegiate sports 
teams, a mandate that official league data be purchased for use with in-game wagering, and in-person 
registration requirements for online sports wagering accounts for the first 18 months. Initial licensing fees 
are not to exceed $10 million and the state will levy a 15 percent tax on operators’ sports betting revenue.  
 
New Hampshire passes sports betting legislation- According to Legal Sports Report, New Hampshire 
legislators passed sports betting legislation on June 13. The bill (HB480) authorizes the New Hampshire 
Lottery Commission to oversee both retail and mobile sportsbooks, creates a division of sports wagering 
within the commission, and prohibits wagering on N.H. collegiate teams and collegiate games occurring 
within the state. The bill does not include provisions for payment of an integrity fee to sports leagues or 
mandate the use of official league data. New Hampshire governor Chris Sununu signed the bill into law 
on July 12.  
 

Regional Hospitality & Tourism News 
 
Department of Environmental Protection closes beaches along Lake Hopatcong due to harmful 
algal bloom - According to NJ.com, two beaches were closed along the N.J. lake when water tests found 
harmful cyanobacteria levels. The bacteria, naturally present in lakes and streams, can form both toxic and 



non-toxic algal blooms. Toxic/Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB) pose a risk to humans and animals, and can 
cause skin rashes, abdominal pain, headaches, vomiting, nausea, blistering around the mouth and flu-like 
symptoms. DEP officials strongly advise against recreational use of the lake while HAB conditions 
persist. Boating is still permitted. 
 
New Jersey Legislature passes bill relieving private home renters from ‘Airbnb’ tax - As reported by 
The Press of Atlantic City, on June 27 New Jersey legislators passed a bill (A4814/4520) that exempts 
privately rented homes from transient accommodation taxes. If passed into law, properties that are not 
professionally managed or brokered through a marketplace will not be subject to a 2018 law that extended 
New Jersey’s 6.625% sales and use tax and its 5% hotel and motel occupancy fee to private rentals of less 
than 90 days. 
 
New Jersey remembers celebrity chef Anthony Bourdain with food trail - As reported by The , 


