
New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
New Jersey Earned Sick Leave
Notice of Employee Rights

YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO EARNED SICK LEAVE.
Amount of Earned Sick Leave
Your employer must provide up to a total of 40 hours of earned sick leave 
every benefit year. Your employer’s benefit year is:

Start of Benefit Year: __________	 End of Benefit Year: __________

Rate of Accrual
You accrue earned sick leave at the rate of 1 hour for every 30 hours 
worked, up to a maximum of 40 hours of leave per benefit year. Alterna-
tively, your employer can provide you with 40 hours of earned sick leave 
up front.    

Date Accrual Begins
You begin to accrue earned sick leave on October 29, 2018, or on your 
first day of employment, whichever is later.  

Exception: If you are covered by a collective bargaining agreement that 
was in effect on October 29, 2018, you begin to accrue earned sick leave 
under this law beginning on the date that the agreement expires.  

Date Earned Sick Leave is Available for Use
You can begin using earned sick leave accrued under this law on Feb-
ruary 26, 2019, or the 120th calendar day after you begin employment, 
whichever is later. However, your employer can provide benefits that are 
more generous than those required  under the law, and can permit you  
to use sick leave at an earlier date.

Acceptable Reasons to Use Earned Sick Leave
You can use earned sick leave to take time off from work when:

•  You need diagnosis, care, treatment, or recovery for a mental or  
physical illness, injury, or health condition; or you need preventive 
medical care.  

•  You need to care for a family member during diagnosis, care, treat-
ment, or recovery for a mental or physical illness, injury, or health 
condition; or your family member needs preventive medical care.

•  You or a family member have been the victim of domestic violence 
or sexual violence and need time for treatment, counseling, or to 
prepare for legal proceedings.  

•  You need to attend school-related conferences, meetings, or 
events regarding your child’s education; or to attend a school-related 
meeting regarding your child’s health.  

•  Your employer’s business closes due to a public health  
emergency or you need to care for a child whose school or child care 
provider closed due to a public health emergency.

Family Members
The law recognizes the following individuals as “family members:”
•  Child (biological, adopted, or foster child; stepchild; legal ward; child of 

a domestic partner or civil union partner)

•  Grandchild	 •  Sibling	 •  Spouse	 •  Parent	 •  Grandparent	

•  Domestic partner or civil union partner

•  Spouse, domestic partner, or civil union partner of an employee’s  
parent or grandparent

•  Sibling of an employee’s spouse, domestic partner, or civil union  
partner  


