
GOV + LEGISLATURE POLITICS

Democrats dominate in getting bills to
become laws, with leadership snagging
the most wins
Watchdogs and Republicans say power is concentrated in too few
hands in Trenton
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Sen. Paul Moriarty (D-Camden) was �rst prime sponsor on 86 bills
last session, 10 of which became laws. Moriarty, a state lawmaker
since 2006 who moved to the Senate this term, was a deputy
speaker in the Assembly in the last term.

“There are thousands of bills at any given time in the state of New
Jersey, and other states as well. And only a limited number of them
ever get to the �nish line. So it is a task: You are pushing a large rock
up a hill all the time. You have to be relentless, and you have to
stand out, sometimes be a noodge, be a pest — and you have to be
the majority party most of the time because the agenda is set by the
majority party,” he said.

Glut of bills
Most bills lawmakers introduce never pass. Of  andy s
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Still, he noted, other factors can drive lawmakers to introduce bills,
even whe
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