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immigration into the United States.

The dramatic change in attitude burst into the open when the president, discussing his

Administration’s of icial posture on immigration, uttered ive words — “signi�icant

compromises on the border” — would be considered by the White House.

While the president’s remark changed the dynamics of the immigration debate, it infuriated

the progressive left wing of his party who accused the Administration of caving in to the

demands of Congressional Republicans and signaled a return to the Trump era restrictive

policies — denial of asylum claims, arrests and deportations — the president himself

repealed immediately upon taking of�ice.  Warnings of an immigrant surge went unheeded.

The American people would be encouraged if they believed the change in approach resulted
from an epiphany, an awakening in the Administration that the scales have fallen from its

eyes and it realized that its indecision and outright refusal to act has exacerbated the

inancial and humanitarian crisis  that has befallen communities along the southwestern

border and a number of major American cities as they struggle to provide housing, food and

social services to tens of thousands of migrants.

It didn’t.

The Administration’s hand was forced by the application of a major dose of power politics, an
“I’ll-give-you-what-you-want-if-you-give-msypttwinyugbI-want” accommodation usually

referred to in more polite terms as bipartisan compromise.
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