
https://www.northjersey.com/
https://www.northjersey.com/opinion/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/2023/08/24/republican-first-debate-no-trump/70622078007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/2023/08/28/trump-court-date-georgia-sept-6/70700766007/


https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/08/23/chris-christie-first-republican-debate-tonight-2023/70659062007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/08/26/ramaswamy-dominates-debate-conversation-will-it-boost-him-in-iowa/70689385007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/2023/08/20/mike-pence-donald-trump-classified-documents-indictment/70636449007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/2023/08/27/republican-lawmaker-nikki-haleys-abortion-2024-debate/70695303007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/2023/07/28/tim-scott-blasts-ron-desantis-slavery/70483972007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/opinion/readers/2023/08/29/donald-trump-did-he-make-america-great-will-he-face-justice/70680603007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/08/23/chris-christie-first-republican-debate-tonight-2023/70659062007/


pierce his armor — has crept in.

Decisive victories in the Iowa caucuses and New Hampshire primary in January — he holds
commanding leads in both — may seal the deal for Trump and place the nomination beyond the
grasp of his competition. 

The window for coalescing behind an alternative to Trump is closing steadily and, by the time the
snow flies in early 2024, may slam shut directly on the fingers of the party establishment.

Bringing Trump to trial guarantees years of litigation, absent plea bargains or early dismissals
before trial — both of which appear unlikely at this stage.

The primary season and general election campaigning will play out against a complex and, to the
overwhelming number of voters, a bewildering background of motions, hearings, legal briefs,
arguments over arcane points of law and, in the event of convictions, appeals to higher courts and
potentially to the U. S. Supreme Court.

Prosecutors have already begun to jostle for position as the first to go to trial and capture the
initial surge of media attention for placing the ex-president in the witness chair. 

The scheduling contest along with the size and complexity of the cases has created the chaos and
tumult in which Trump has always thrived as the center of attention.

He’s taken advantage of the prosecutorial scramble to relentlessly drive his narrative of an out of
control group of government bloodhounds ganging up on him and singling him out as a political
opponent who must be destroyed by whatever means possible.

That his rhetoric strikes a responsive chord is undeniable. 

There is no more vivid example of the depth and strength of his support than his team’s
immediately seizing the mugshot taken at his Fulton County appearance, slapping the scowling
image on T-shirts, hoodies and coffee mugs and reaping $4.1 million in sales revenue in 24 hours.

Novice lawyers have historically been advised the following: “When the law is on your side, pound
the law. When the facts are on your side, pound the facts. When neither is on your side, pound the
table.”

There is no more accomplished a table pounder than Donald Trump.  
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