In Legislative Election Year,
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The overnors’ annual addresses to a joint sess
messa_e — are lar_ely ceremonial events, an a
recitation of 1 ast achievements and’ rediction

Gov. PhilMur; hy’s s eech — his 1rstintwo yea
established; attern of  eneralizations and the
state1s ood’and will only 1im; rove if the Admu

It was des1_ned — as were all those that came b
exert a calmin_ influence and reassure the stat
whatever crises may eru; t will be dealt with by
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he state’s tax structure to determine its fairness and ef ectiveness or
tive revenue-raisin_ devices should be considered seriously.

Rmaybedra__edinto the de; ths by the anchor of inexorably risin_
. overnment cosfs while; ro; erty taxes remain the major source of fundin_.

As the loyal minprity in o7 ; osition, Re; ublican le_islative leaders criticized the A overnor as
atax-raisin_ s) gndthrift whose olicies have contributed to the state’s una’ ordability.

His social a_endh, they ar_ued, 1s extreme — stricter irearms control, abortion access, for
mstance — and $ a trans) arent e/ ort to’ romote his national ambitions.

While Mur; hy'sphame cro; su; ] eriodically in s eculation commentaries concernin_ the
2024 residentifl election, the odds of his becomin_ a viable contender should President
Biden choose toftand down after one term are extraordinarily lon_.

He has overnedfrom the left of center — as he said he would — and some of his; olicies

reflect hisreachin toward his; arty’s; ro_ressive win_, s1_ns to his critics that he’s lookin,

beyond Trentonj In his; rivate moments, the thou_ht may have crossed his mind as his

second term as Jovernor winds down, but securin_ a national base of or_anizational and
1nancial su; 7 ogt 1s unlikely.

If there are thosp around him romotin_ his viability and ; rivately encoura_in_ him to kee;
his o7 tions o] er}, they are en_a_ed in a wishful thinkin_ exercise.

While there havg been occasional newsworthy nu__ets includedin:
messa_es, the agdresses are ecly sed within six weeks or so by th
a] ro; osed statgbud_ et for the next 1scal year — a detailed docu
Administration’}; ro, ram and; olicy riorities tobe su; 7 orted b
w wards of somp $50 billion 1n tax] ayers’ money.

With the full Le gslature on the ballot this year, bud_ et deliberat:
Intense as incurgbents attemy t to use whatis ar_uably the h1_hes
their advanta_ejvhile challen_ers will; 1ck 1t over to uncover inst
mis_uideds; e



