


Whatever information the FBI uncovered that led to the search warrant will be subjected to 
intense scrutiny to determine the search's validity and whether Trump will face criminal charges.
Even the most fervent anti-Trumpers worry that failing to bring charges or securing a conviction 
will irreparably harm the FBI, casting it as a political tool and send Trumpôs political stock soaring 
ï even riding a wave back into the White House, in the opinion of some.
The timing of the search reveals lack of forethought and judgment by the Department of Justice, 
and comes at a time when the Biden administration is struggling with developing a message of 
competence and accomplishment to pull the country out of the economic trough into which itôs 
been driven by inflation not experienced in 40 years.
Congress is poised to approve a $740 billion package to cut health care costs, address climate 
change and raise corporate taxes ï the centerpiece of the Biden agenda ï and the White House 
staff is most likely planning a gala Rose Garden bill signing ceremony filled with cheering 
supporters.
The Mar-a-Lago raid drove that story off the front pages and out of the lead-in to nightly 
newscasts ï known in the business as stepping on your own story.
A delay of a week or two to focus on what the administration believed is a political triumph would 
have had no impact on conducting the raid. Whatever Trump has in his possession has been at 
Mar-a-Lago for nearly two years; it wasnôt going anywhere.
In the end, dispatching FBI agents to search the home of an ex-president may turn out to be an 
egregious political blunder not soon forgotten.
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