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It is fair to say that, politically at least, Congressman Donald Payne Jr. and I do not have a great deal in common. Our

party affiliations differ and, in general terms, we hold opposing but respectful views on policy issues and

government’s response to them.

Consequently, when the Congressman takes a leadership role on an issue on which our interests coincide and our
political gap is bridged, it is time for me to take note.

Such is the case with his introduction of legislation to improve access to cancer screenings by requiring Medicare to

cover the cost of blood based tests to indicate a risk for colon cancer.

By identifying the potential for colon cancer, the test would provide access to further screening to determine the

level of risk of developing the disease and to undergo additional procedures for early stage detection, a crucial



The Maltese Falcon, the French Connection,  the Godfather trilogy, Rambo, Die Hard and Terminator passed the

time for me through many a late afternoon and early evening.
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