


McCarthyôs efforts to restore some sense of order to his raucous caucus havenôt achieved a
great deal, evidenced by his frustrated appeal for behavior because ñthis isnôt junior high school.ò
One of his protagonists, Georgiaôs conspiracy theorist Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene,
responded by boldly declaring that McCarthy had not locked up the votes to ascend to the
speakership and hinted that heôd face serious challenges should the party regain control.
Greene, along with equally outspoken colleagues Lauren Boebert of Colorado and Paul Gosar of
Arizona, have created a massive political and public relations headache for McCarthy by stoutly
defending their controversial comments and ratcheting up their already overheated rhetoric,
keeping the issue alive in the media and drowning out any Republican issue-oriented messaging.
Greene and Gosar were removed earlier from their committee assignments for their public
comments ridiculing and threatening Democrats while House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is under
increasing pressure to impose similar punishment on Boebert in response to the Colorado
representativeôs recent remark hinting that Minnesota Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Muslim, was a terrorist.
When South Carolina Congresswoman Nancy Mace criticized the anti-Muslim comments,
Greene pounced on her, calling her ñtrashò to which Mace responded by calling Greene ñcrazy.ò
When the House approved one part of the Biden administrationôs infrastructure package with 13
Republican votes, it produced demands from the right the 13 be expelled from the party, a self-
defeating insistence from a party already in the minority and trying to claw its way out in a
favorable political climate.
While the Biden administration is under siege for its decisions on issues both foreign and
domestic - including stubborn inflationary pressures on the economy and a resurgent COVID-19
pandemic - Republicans have been unable to take full advantage of the presidentôs troubles and
instead are bogged down in a family brawl which shows no signs of abating.
McCarthy seems reluctant to move more decisively to rein in the far right elements, partly out of
concern heôll need their support in his campaign for Speaker and - more politically fraught - out of
fear of offending former President Donald Trump, whose grip on the national party seems to
tighten with each passing week.
McCarthy has stepped carefully in Trumpôs presence, recognizing the ex-presidentôs popularity
with the party base and understanding the influence he wields could blo 3e   u - ers nationMcCad upe hg rtp
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Copyright 2021 Carl Golden, distributed exclusively by Cagle Cartoons newspaper syndicate.
Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy at
Stockton University in New Jersey. You can reach him at cgolden1937@gmail.
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(https://www.cagle.com/maria-
fotopoulos/2021/12/american-roadkill)
by Maria Fotopoulos (/author/maria-
fotopoulos)
Millions of animals die on U.S. roads every year.
Reductions in night-time driving would stem future
senseless loss of wildlife. While data is difficult to come
by for the number of animals killed on the 4. 17 million
miles of roads in the U ...
(https://www.cagle.com/maria-
fotopoulos/2021/12/american-roadkill)
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