Ciattarelli Sinks into Ideological Quicksand — Again
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With sl htly more tihan -0 days out from the ubernatorial election, the dramatic and
alarmin_ sur_e in OVID-1 - infections drlven by the Delta variant
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Tyin_ school curriculum to his call for immunization exem; tions su__ests he doesn't intend
to back away from the i1ssue.

For many, Ciattarelli’'s; lun_e into these issues indicates a calculated ef ort to sohidify the
1 arty’sri_htwin_ to whom cultural issues are] aramount.

Unanimous su) 7 ort from that irm base 1s crucial in a statewide ef ort, but it 1s equally
crucial that Ciattarelll maintain his balance on the t1_htro; e that allows him to reach
unaffiliated voters and any dissident Democrats.

His widely quoted a; 7 eal to conservatives to allow him some “w1__leroom” clearly su__ests
he understands full well that he can't walk the t1_htro; eifa_row of; eo; le stand at one end
shakin_ 1t from side to side.

At the same time, en_a_1n_ 1nissues like vaccination exemy tions and school curriculum
that require ex; lanation and clar1 1cation to calm ublic outcry is a hi_hly questionable
strate_y.

Creatin_ an environment in which such issues overshadow matters like record hi_h
1 ro] erty taxes, aid to] ublic education, law enforcement, and economic rowth is decidedly
unhel; ful, little more than a short-term a; ;7 eal to mollify a se_. ment of the; arty faithful.

Mur hy,leadin_ adee; lyuni 1ed; arty, 1s content to remain on the hi_her moral round,
leadin_  overnment’s res) onse tothe; andemic ,ur 1n_anincrease invaccinationrates
and carefully navi_atin_ throu_h the demands for ste; ; in_ u; theres; onse to the; andemic
resur_ence to include mandatory mask wearin_ and other restrictions on business activity
and; ublic atherin_s.

He continues to enjoy majority su; 1 ort for hishandlin_ of the; andemic, des; 1ite some
.rumblin_ and dis; lays of unhay ; iness with some of his decisions.

In the three months before voters decide who they want and trust to lead the state,
Ciattarell1 has time to o/ er himself and his _ overnin_; hiloso; hy to them.

Easin_ the necessity of inoculatin_ children a_ainst disease and involvin_ the overnor’s
of 1ceindevelo; 1n_ school curriculum; robably isn't the most ef ective and vote-_atherin_
method to accomy lish that.

Carl Golden 1s a senior contributin, analyst with the William J. Hu_ hes Center for Public
Policy at .
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