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With slightly more than 90 days out from the gubernatorial election, the dramatic and
alarming surge in COVID-19 infections driven by the Delta variant
(https://www.thirteen.org/programs/nj-spotlight-news/covid-variants-1623436631/) has
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https://www.politico.com/states/new-jersey/story/2021/07/26/ciattarelli-calls-for-expanded-vaccine-exemptions-parental-rights-ombudsman-1388990


Tying school curriculum to his call for immunization exemptions suggests he doesn’t intend
to back away from the issue.

For many, Ciattarelli’s plunge into these issues indicates a calculated effort to solidify the
party’s right wing to whom cultural issues are paramount.

Unanimous support from that irm base is crucial in a statewide effort, but it is equally
crucial that Ciattarelli maintain his balance on the tightrope that allows him to reach
unaffiliated voters and any dissident Democrats.

His widely quoted appeal to conservatives to allow him some “wiggle room” clearly suggests
he understands full well that he can’t walk the tightrope if a group of people stand at one end
shaking it from side to side.

At the same time, engaging in issues like vaccination exemptions and school curriculum
that require explanation and clari ication to calm public outcry is a highly questionable
strategy.

Creating an environment in which such issues overshadow matters like record high
property taxes, aid to public education, law enforcement, and economic growth is decidedly
unhelpful, little more than a short-term appeal to mollify a segment of the party faithful.

Murphy, leading a deeply uni ied party, is content to remain on the higher moral ground,
leading government’s response to the pandemic  , urging an increase in vaccination rates
and carefully navigating through the demands for stepping up the response to the pandemic
resurgence to include mandatory mask wearing and other restrictions on business activity
and public gatherings.

He continues to enjoy majority support for his handling of the pandemic, despite some
grumbling and displays of unhappiness with some of his decisions.

In the three months before voters decide who they want and trust to lead the state,
Ciattarelli has time to offer himself and his governing philosophy to them.

Easing the necessity of inoculating children against disease and involving the governor’s
of ice in developing school curriculum probably isn’t the most effective and vote-gathering
method to accomplish that.
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