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‘They mistakenly believe they hold suf�cient leverage to thwart what would
surely be President Biden’s signature accomplishment’

The New Jersey Democratic congressional

delegation’s threat to block passage of the Biden

administration’s $4 trillion infrastructure package

unless it eliminates the $10,000 cap on deductions

for state and local taxes (SALT) sets up a

confrontation which it will likely lose as well as

become a political and public relations

embarrassment.

The New Jersey representatives have joined with fellow Democrats from other

high-tax states like New York and California to condition their support for the

president’s program on the repeal of the deduction cap imposed in 2017 as part

of President Trump’s tax-cut legislation.

They mistakenly believe they hold suf�cient leverage to thwart what would

surely be President Biden’s signature accomplishment — the $2.3 trillion

American Jobs Plan and the $1.9 trillion American Families Plan.

The Pelosi factor

They are deceiving themselves, caught up in their own news release rhetoric.

Despite expressing sympathy for the repeal and the hope it could be

accomplished, there is no conceivable circumstance under which House Speaker

Nancy Pelosi will preside over the failure of the largest public works and social
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Translation: You’re on your own.

Rep. Josh Gottheimer of Bergen County, one of the leaders of the cap removal

movement, has suggested that stricter and more widespread enforcement of

income tax evasion by the Internal Revenue Service would produce the

necessary funding.

How much a crackdown would raise and how long it would take to implement

and show results is unclear.

Those evil triplets

His recommendation is a variation on the timeless theme used as a rationale for

greater government spending — that rooting out the evil triplets of waste, fraud

and abuse will deliver big savings.

In fairness, Gottheimer and the approximately 30 of his colleagues who’ve signed

on to the abolition effort represent constituencies that have absorbed additional

tax bites because of the now limited deduction.

New Jersey is a particularly graphic case: Its average annual property-tax bill of

$9,100 is the nation’s highest, a dubious spot the state has occupied for several

years, while dozens of municipalities long ago exceeded the average with

property-tax bills upward of $20,000 and beyond.

There is no question that the deduction cap has added to homeowners’ tax

liability, but it is dif�cult to convince skeptics that owners of homes worth in the

seven-�gure range are unable to afford it.

Unfortunately, thousands of middle-class homeowners of modest means are

victims as well, raising the possibility of a compromise by setting the cap higher
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