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NJ’s fragile economy and looming 2021 election make the governor hesitant to impose
another COVID-19 lockdown

With daily COVID-19 infections surging past 2,000 — the
most in six months — and hospitalizations breaching
1,300, Gov. Phil Murphy is faced once again with balancing
public safety and economic health.

The specter of another statewide shutdown of businesses
and public gathering locations hangs heavy and, if public
health experts are correct, will intensify as the winter
months approach, dramatically reducing outdoor activity

and con�ning people to close-quarter locations that breed and transmit the virus.
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support he’s enjoyed since the pandemic’s outset is a direct result not only of his actions but
of his communications skills, visible presence, candid explanations and convincing New
Jerseyans they, too, are an integral part of the solution.

Fairly or not, his administration’s response to the pandemic has been contrasted with that of
the Trump administration and has come off exceptionally well.

Conventional wisdom has it that President Trump’s narrow loss to former Vice President Joe
Biden was attributable in signi�cant measure to the often chaotic and rudderless
presidential response.

There is certainly a truth there and one not lost on Murphy.

He will, though, be sorely tested in the coming weeks and months should the pandemic
rage on and it becomes necessary to impose many of the restrictions so recently relaxed.

While doing so in the middle of an election campaign — one that may be signi�cantly unlike
any before — will be a test for Murphy, it will be an even more rigorous one for his Republican
opponent, who will be called upon to explain what he or she would have done differently or
more effectively.
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