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The Ghosts of Kean v. Florio
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Inthe 3 - years since the1-81 ubernatorial election — the closest 1n state history and the only contest for
. overnor ever subjected to a recount — a narrative has ersisted that had 1t not been for ef orts to intimidate
voters and dam; en turnout, the result would have been reversed.

In the absence of context and _ reater clarity, the contention that Re; ublican Tom Kean would have lost to
Democratic Con_ressman Jim Florio has been acce; ted in some quarters as _enuine. In fact,1t1shi_hly
1 roblematic that the incident was the decisive factor in the outcome.

Those who are convinced of its validity and who 1 eriodically 1 romote 1t are individuals who held a stake 1n
the election —7 artisan or ersonal — and who, four decades later, clin_ to a belief that scores of voters in
overwhelmin_ly Democratic urban areas were disenfranchised by a band of thu_s dis; atched on a mission
to fr1 hten them away from the; ollin_; lace.
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A review of turnout data as comy iled by the ;
aforementioned context and clarity:

*

the 11 ubernatorial elections since
subgantial mar_1ns.

nlythel- 3 contestdrewa reatert
enactment of Gov. Florio’s1- -0 $2.

A dee’ er dive into the data over the same t
much of the attention was later focused, th
and since.

This datais not of ered as either justification for n
National Committee scheme to create an entity cal
1n heavily Democratic urban communities, ] resum
residence, re_istration or valid identification.

Rather, 1t’ osesanef ort —- evena
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