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Kelly and Baroni were convicted in November, 2016 of conspiring with former Port
Authority of�cial David Wildstein to reduce the access lanes and create a mammoth
four-day traf�c jam in Fort Lee to embarrass and punish the town’s Democratic
mayor for his refusal to endorse Christie’s reelection.

Wildstein reached an accommodation with the U. S. Attorney’s of�ce and testi�ed
against his co-defendants in return for a sentence of probation.

While Christie was never charged in the investigation, questions have lingered over
whether he knew of the scheme either in advance or in its aftermath.

He was quick to react to the Supreme Court ruling, accusing former U. S. Attorney
Paul Fishman of prosecutorial misconduct for pursuing an investigation as an act of
political vindictiveness.

Christie threw Fishman under the bus and backed it over him a time or two,
implicitly blaming him for deliberately damaging the former governor’s campaign
for the Republican presidential nomination, even though by all measures the effort
was a long shot at best.

He decried the damage Fishman had in�icted on people dragged through the mud,
neatly overlooking the reality that Christie himself was one of the principal draggers,
publicly �ring Kelly and denouncing her as a backstabber who betrayed him.

Kelly expressed her faith in due process had been vindicated and the court ruling
had “made the case right for me.”

In a clear reference to others — likely Christie and his former deputy chief of staff Bill
Stepien — Kelly said the outcome “does not absolve those who should have truly
been held accountable.”

While the court ruling effectively ends the six-and-a-half year saga of Bridgegate, the
scandal will forever be a part of New Jersey political lore as the quintessential
example of abuse of political power and an administration run amok.

That such a hare-brained scheme could have been concocted and implemented at
the highest levels of government was the result of unrestrained arrogance, a belief
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