


When former Vice President Joe Biden dispatched Vermont socialist Sen. Bernie Sanders with a
string of blow out primary victories, the party leadership heaved a sigh of relief, confident they’d
avoided an election day disaster.
Suddenly, in late February, the COVID-19 pandemic gained a foothold in the United States and
Biden’s campaign playbook was swept into the recycling bin.
The devastating and deadly virus produced a seismic shift in the political environment, the
ultimate effects of which are still unknown, other than immediately de-railing what was certain to
be an all-out Biden assault on the president.
At a time when the former vice president should be deep into his campaign, he’all-
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