


In a recent _peech, former re ident Obama lamented what he called the “cancel
culture on college campu. e , meaning - tudent. being o fixed in a political
po_ition that they purpo. efully identify a weak oppo.ing view of other. to knock
down, thereby u_tifying their own. But effective civic participation mean. more

than tolerance of other point. of view.

Requirin a hi her level. f disc. urce

Civicengagement re uire. a higher level of di_ cour e thati outcome -ba ed,
con_idering prioritie_, ri_ k_, benefit. and con. e uence. of acout



_tructure. and function. of governance that allow individual. to practice citizen_ hip
a. a mean. of “_ecuring the ble. _ing. of liberty.

Educating and creating better citizen. re uire atit. root. deeper under tanding of
our democratic _tructure_, the Con titution, the three branche. of government,
how they work, and the role of citizen. in maintaining, protecting and reforming
them where they live.

At the center . fc. lle e learnin

Accordingly, the goal of civic participation - hould be at the center of college
learning, not on the periphery. It i. not .omething to be left to the political . cience
or hi.tory department. . Ba_ic principle. of civic participation can be engaged

acro. . the curriculum, whether the humanitie , cience. or art . To argue that _uch
integration would politicize the academy _hould be anticipated, but - hould not be
accepted a. mean. of deflection from what need. to be accompli. hed.

Thi. i. a good time for college pre_ident. to be bold, not timid, about leading on
civic learning.

Here i what they can do:

. Take more ri_ k ; don't play it - afe. Actively plan to . peak publicly on
important contemporary policy i. - ue_, tied to the meaning to
citizen_hip. Tell tru_tee_, the faculty, elected official. and other. what they
plan to talk about in advance, and do it. romote the po._itive
con.e uence. of informed and active citizen_hip, linked to democratic
outcome. and the common good,;

. Make civic learning mi. _ion-centered, to provide a deeper under_ tanding
of how civic participation - upport taking legitimate action in a democracy.
Integrate civic learning acro. - the curriculum. Every academic di cipline i.
affected by local, tate and federal entitie. that e tabli h, admini._ter or
interpret law and regulation ba ed on con titutional principle . Civic
learning and participation can be examined acro. . the univer. ity, through
reading, writing, art, re_earch, . imulation and field experience, without
wandering into parti.an political territory.



. Build _tronger partner_ hip. with chool. and organization. that promote
civic learning and invite practitioner. to the campu. to - upport the faculty
and to hare fir_thand knowledge with _tudent. about how government

work ,and it. effect on their live..

Many people have re pon_ibility for leading in a democracy. It take. citizen. who are
informed about civic _tructure and function to make democracy work in practice.
Thi. need. to be a higher priority for college. . Thi. i. where college pre ident. can

lead.
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