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A tweet from Trump puts Van Drew in national spotlight
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President Donald Trump’s tweet thanking Congressman Jeff Van Drew, D-2nd, for opposing impeachment may
have put Van Drew in the crosshairs of leftists nationwide, but it isn’t likely to hurt him in his conservative-leaning
district, said one political expert on Monday.

“He’s in a district that Donald Trump won,” said John Froonjian, interim executive director of the William J.
Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton University. “If anybody knows the area it’s Jeff Van Drew. He goes to
every barbecue and every fire hall. I’d have to guess his positions are very well informed from having talked to
people throughout the district.”
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The latest Tweet storm started after Van Drew appeared on the Fox News Channel show Fox & Friends on Sunday
and said he hasn’t seen evidence of any truly impeachable offense, and Democrats need to focus on getting things
done like work on veterans issues, Social Security and Medicare, debt and infrastructure.

“Let the people impeach,” Van Drew said on the show. “We are going to have an election very shortly.”

Trump took to Twitter late Sunday evening.

“Thank you. Just another Witch Hunt by Nancy Pelosi and the Do Nothing Democrats,” Trump tweeted, after
quoting Van Drew.

Van Drew said his position on impeachment has always been consistent and isn’t for the benefit of Trump.

“I believe it will split the country and hurt both Republican and Democrat constituents at the end of the day, and
reduce and negate any work accomplished by this Congress,” Van Drew said Monday, adding he also opposed the
President Bill Clinton impeachment.

He said his constituents have made it clear they want him to get things done for them.

“Do we want to have less expensive prescription drugs when we run for election again? Do we want a better
election system, a safer one?” Van Drew said. “Those are the things I want to work on.”

While some Democrats on Twitter on Monday called for a primary challenger to Van Drew in 2020, Froonjian said
the party organization is likely to stand by him and support his reelection.
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