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There are others as well: El Paso, Tex.; Dayton, Ohio; Charlotte, N.C .; Pittsburgh, Parkland,
Fla.; Sutherland Springs, Tex.; Orlando, Fla.

In the aftermath of each — and others — the nation wept.

Congress did nothing.

Now, with 31 people killed in a single weekend in Dayton and El Paso, the debate over
mass shootings dominates yet again.  And early indications are the Congress will not act.

President Trump has expressed his support for universal background checks for weapons
purchasers and authorization of law enforcement to confiscate guns from individuals
deemed a threat to themselves or others.

Reinstating the Federal ban on the manufacture of assault rifles, enacted in 1994 and
allowed to expire in 2004, was quickly dismissed — “no space” for it, in the words of one
Senator.

Whether the expanded background checks, the  so-called “red flag” idea or any other
proposal will win congressional approval appears unlikely.   Trump has raised the
possibility of controlling access to firearms before but has never elevated it to priority
status. Congress has simply waited it out, believing the public outrage and the pain and
grief of those impacted will fall off the front pages and fade from view.

The National Rifle Association voice has always been louder and more powerful than the
sight of falling tears and gut-wrenching grief.  And, given the responses of some
members of Congress, it will continue to be.

If the heartbreaking sight of kindergartners and first-graders mowed down in their
classrooms was insufficient to move Congress, what will?

Immediately after the president’s expression of support, news accounts surfaced that
he’d received a telephone call from an executive of the NRA, warning that expanded
background checks or restrictions on purchases and ownership would not sit well with
the president’s political base.

The Association will ratchet up its considerable lobbying clout in Congress and, if history
is any indication, will again succeed in blocking meaningful action.

Extending background checks to private sales or transactions involving an unlicensed
dealer enjoys the support of an overwhelming majority of the American people, as does a
carefully monitored system to remove guns from the hands of individuals judged to be a
danger to others.

Yet, the NRA leadership has been unyielding in opposition to both, a position rooted in
the belief that any government regulation is a foot in the door, a precursor to
confiscation carried out by agents of an out of control government intent on disarming
the citizenry.

There is no history in the United States to support such a belief, but it has gained
currency nonetheless.



Background checks have become an accepted part of daily life, required on everything
from  employment applications to volunteering as a room parent at the local elementary
school. They are  neither onerous, punitive, costly or time-consuming.  Requiring it for
helping in a classroom but not for certain gun purchases is absurd on its face.

Removing weapons from the hands of persons whose behavior is evidence of delu�



https://www.insidernj.com/tag/carl-golden
https://www.insidernj.com/tag/congress
https://www.insidernj.com/tag/donald-trump
https://www.insidernj.com/tag/nra
https://www.insidernj.com/insidernj-tags-index/

