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language.  The 80-member chamber that will be sworn in in January, 2020, will, in its
partisan makeup, be little changed from the current body.

The open warfare will continue to capture the imagination of the media/political
establishment, providing a constant stream of column inches of print, hours of airtime,
and incalculable numbers of mouse clicks while filling the halls of the Statehouse with
gossip and the latest intrigue spread by self-proclaimed insiders who purport to know.

As for swaying voters this November, not so much.

The bitter exchanges between Gov. Phil Murphy and Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
Gloucester) portray a Democratic Party riven by a struggle for dominance but have scant
resonance among voters.

In a state in which Democrats hold an insurmountable lead in voter registration — nearly
one million over Republicans — Assembly elections and the paltry turnouts they draw are
decided by committed party voters, those who troop faithfully to the polls every year to
support the organization candidates.

In the absence of any overarching policy issue of the sort which mobilizes voters intent
on delivering a message, it is party identification and allegiance bolstered by long
established voting patterns that determine the outcome.

Consequently, an appreciable shift in the 54-26 edge currently held by Democrats isn’t in
the cards.
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