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“I don’t believe [the Stockton] poll,” said Duffy. “I don’t think it’s that close. Do I think Hugin

has done some damage to Menendez? Yes.”

Even so, Duffy moved the New Jersey Senate seat from Likely Democrat to Lean Democrat

in Cook’s ratings on Wednesday.

Democrats are running on anti-corruption, and Menendez is a sore point

As Vox’s Andrew Prokop has detailed, in April 2015 the Justice Department brought a

corruption case against Menendez, who it accused of using his position as a senator to

benefit a Florida eye doctor named Salomon Melgen — someone convicted of defrauding

Medicare of more than $90 million. Menendez calls Melgen a friend, but vehemently

denies committing crimes to help him.

As Prokop wrote last year:
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year he ran. Golden thinks Democrats will have to spend a lot on get-out-the vote efforts

this year, something they haven’t had to do much of before.

“They have to spend a hell of a lot of money to get their people out to the polls,” he said. “I

don’t think the national Democrats anticipated having to put any money into the New

Jersey Senate race.”

Of course, Golden, Murray and others in New Jersey caution not to count Menendez out.

He’s a well-known political entity in the Garden State, and will be spending plenty of money

attacking Hugin’s pharmaceutical background and campaign contributions to President

Donald Trump, who is supremely disliked in the Garden State.

“We have enough voters saying I’m willing to hold my nose and vote for Menendez,” Murray

said.
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