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magnitude is not easily forgiven nor forgotten.

Murphy enters the public relations war over a potential shutdown with few allies.  It’s likely that public
sympathy will lean more toward Sweeney’s insistence on a more equitable school aid distribution formula
than on Murphy’s demand for higher taxes and greater spending.

If the Legislature approves and sends to him a budget without the tax increases he wants, Murphy is
between the hammer and the anvil.  If he orders a government shutdown, the blame will surely fall more
heavily on him than on the Legislature.  If, on the other hand, he accepts the budget, it will immediately be
portrayed as a retreat and a victory for Sweeney, inevitably weakening the Administration’s hand in
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