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John DeRosier

Greetings! Welcome to the Parkway South political blog here at The Press of

Atlantic City. My name is John DeRosier, and I will serve as the gatekeeper-of-sorts

for this page that will bring you the latest South Jersey political happenings,

whether they be in Trenton or here in our back yards.

April 25

Residents in New Jersey still do not believe the state has recovered economically

from the Great Recession in 2008, according to a new poll released by Stockton

University.

The poll, released Monday, found that 48 percent of residents feel the economy is

“fair” in New Jersey while 27 percent say it’s “poor.”

Only 21 percent believe the economy is in good shape, and 1 percent says it’s in

“excellent” shape, according to the poll.



“The feeling of a hangover from the Great Recession appears to linger among

New Jersey residents,” said Michael W. Klein, interim executive director of the

William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy. “As of March 2018, New Jersey’s

unemployment rate of 4.6 percent was seventh highest in the U.S., tied with

Illinois and New York. While New Jersey has cut its unemployment rate by more

than half since its peak of 9.8 percent from November 2009 to January 2010, New

Jersey still has workers trying to catch up to the nation’s economic recovery.”

The poll also found that South Jersey residents are more pessimistic about the

status of the economy. That’s not surprising considering North Jersey tends to be

wealthier than South Jersey.

Still, residents’ low con�dence overall in the state’s economy is the strongest that

it’s been in several years, the poll found. That matches another poll Stockton

conducted earlier this month that revealed 45 percent of residents feel the state

is on the wrong track. That same poll found that 63 percent of New Jersey

residents feel the country is also headed in the wrong direction.

April 19

The latest fundraising totals for candidates vying for Frank LoBiondo’s

congressional seat have been released by the Federal Election Commission.

By no surprise, State Sen. Je� Van Drew has pulled away from other Democratic

candidates that are challenging him for the nomination.

At the end of the �rst quarter of this year, Van Drew raised $488,845 for his

campaign through several $1,000 donations from Democratic state assemblymen

and senators from New Jersey. He has also received the help of several Super

PACs, including Act Blue PAC from Massachusetts and the American Dental

Association PAC.
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It includes any agency that collects the age, citizenship, and address of a New

Jersey resident. That includes the Parole Board, which can submit and register a

person to vote after they have completed their sentence.

The bill, passed along party lines, will almost certainly register more people who

favor Democrats than Republicans.

Local Democrats, including Je� Van Drew, Vince Mazzeo, John Armato, Bruce

Land, and Bob Andreczak, all voted in favor of the bill. Local Republicans,

including Chris Brown and Chris Connors, voted against the bill.

According to a report by Politico, Democrats argued that passing this bill would

“expand democracy” by getting more people involved in the voting process.

Republicans, however, said the bill would �ood the voter rolls and increase the

chance of voter fraud.

The O�ce of Legislative Services, which is non-partisan, said in its analysis that

the bill will increase the overall number of people registered to vote by an

indeterminate amount.

Many of these additional registered voters will all receive voter acknowledgement

cards and a sample ballot before elections, which will be an extra cost for

counties to print and mail, the analysis said.

But will it get more people out to vote?

That probably still depends on the candidates.

April 12

Election season is o�cially in full swing.
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Information on Hirsh Singh, the likely Republican nominee vying for LoBiondo’s

seat, has not been �led to the FEC. 

Those reports will be required by Primary Day.

April 11 
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A new report by Politico's Matt Friedman, a journalist who has been ranked as

one of the top 50 most powerful people in New Jersey, detailed the rift between

Murphy and Senate President Steve Sweeney. 

Murphy will need Sweeney to post bills in the state Senate if he hopes to get his

agenda passed. 

Murphy also touted legalizing marijuana as a form of social justice. Currently,

there is a bill in the legislature that would take marijuana out of its "Schedule I"

category in the legal system, which is a �rst step towards decriminalization.

Murphy also announced the expansion of medical marijuana, though there are

concerns about the cost and how people can a�ord it. 

That's all for today. A new post will come on Monday at 4 p.m. Have a great

weekend!

April 5

Let's start with the elephant in the room: President Donald Trump. A new poll

conducted by Stockton University found that the president is very unpopular

here in New Jersey. Readers who support the president had plenty to say about

this poll. Some accurately pointed out that the polls were wrong about Trump

before the 2016 election, while others bashed the Stockton polling institute for

doing it (and us for writing about it). 

But the results shouldn't come as a surprise. New Jersey is one of the bluest

states in the country.

The real value in this poll is that it could give us a glimpse into how people may

vote in the midterm elections this November. 
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John DeRosier
I joined The Press in January 2016 after graduating from Penn State in December 2015. I was
the sports editor for The Daily Collegian on campus which covered all 31 varsity sports and
several club sports.
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