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It is the Democratic Party’s most fevered hope that dawn on the morning of
Wednesday, Nov. 7, will reveal acres of smoking rubble that was once the
national Republican Party and its majorities in the Congress.

Of course, scores of the same party apparatchiks were confident they would
spend the evening of Nov. 8, 2016, dancing the night away on shards of glass
from the ceiling shattered by Hillary Clinton on her way to the White House.

The party is increasingly confident that a combination of the normal midterm
losses experienced by the controlling party, dissatisfaction with President Donald
Trump, and the void left by the voluntary departures from the House of
Representatives of some 40 Republican members will translate into a return to
congressional dominance.

Given the unceasing turbulence in the White House and the steady stream of
news accounts of the investigation by special counsel Robert Mueller into
allegations of election meddling by Russian operatives, it will, when added to the
other political burdens, prove too much to bear and crush enough Republicans
that divided government will return.

The stars, Democrats believe, have never been aligned more in their favor.

There are, though, signs that Democrats are leaning too far over their skis and
may want to delay booking hotel ballrooms for victory celebrations.

Several recent polls have shown a narrowing of the gap in the so-called generic
survey that pits party against party rather than candidate versus candidate.

The recent ABC/Washington Post poll showed a healthy 10-point lead by
Democrats had shrunk to four points (a margin of error difference), and Trump’s
approval rating has risen to just over 40 percent, similar territory for previous
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