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5DWKHU�WKDQ�FRPSHWLQJ��KH�DSSHDUHG�WR�IDYRU�HPEUDFLQJ�ERWK�WD[�SURSRVDOV�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR
UHVWRULQJ�WKH�VWDWH�VDOHV�WD[�WR�VHYHQ�SHUFHQW��HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKH�WKUHH�HLJKWKV�RI�RQH�SHUFHQW�FXW
HQDFWHG�D�\HDU�DJR�

Skittish lawmakers
&DOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�/HJLVODWXUH�WR�HQDFW�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�WKUHH�RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�EURDG�EDVHG�WD[HV�PD\�EH
DVNLQJ�WRR�PXFK��/HJLVODWRUV�DUH�VNLWWLVK�DERXW�UDLVLQJ�WD[HV�LQ�WKH�EHVW�RI�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��$VNLQJ
IRU�WKUHH�LV�OLNHO\�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH\�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�JLYH�

0RUHRYHU��DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�JRYHUQRU·V�SURSRVDO�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�6ZHHQH\�WR�UHYHUVH�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�D
WD[�LQFUHDVH�RQ�WKH�ZHDOWK\�ZRXOG�SHQDOL]H�KLJK�LQFRPH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�ZHUH�DGYHUVHO\�DIIHFWHG
E\�WKH�)HGHUDO�ODZ�ZKLFK�FDSSHG�DOORZDEOH�GHGXFWLRQV�IRU�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�WD[HV�DW���������

6ZHHQH\�KDV�UHSHDWHGO\�ZDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�ZHDOWK\�FRXOG�HDVLO\�SDFN�XS�WKHLU�EXVLQHVV�LQWHUHVWV�DQG
OHDYH�WKH�VWDWH�IRU�D�PRUH�WD[�IULHQGO\�HQYLURQPHQW��FRVWLQJ�WKH�VWDWH�SRWHQWLDOO\�KXQGUHGV�RI
PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�LQ�WD[�UHYHQXH��+H�WRXWHG�KLV�FRUSRUDWH�WD[�LQFUHDVH�DV�D�UHDVRQDEOH�UHVSRQVH
WR�WKH�ZLQGIDOO�UHDSHG�E\�EXVLQHVVHV�WKURXJK�WKH�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�IHGHUDO�WD[�OLDELOLW\��+H�LV
PHUHO\�DVNLQJ��KH�VDLG��IRU�FRUSRUDWH�1HZ�-HUVH\�WR�VHQG�D�VPDOO�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKHLU�VDYLQJV�WR
WKH�VWDWH�

7KH�VHQDWRU·V�SURSRVDO�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�WKH�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH�RQH�E\�WD[LQJ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�³�ELJ
EXVLQHVV�³�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��$�YRWH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�LW�ZRXOG�FDUU\�VRPHZKDW�GLPLQLVKHG
SROLWLFDO�ULVN�WKDQ�VXSSRUW�IRU�D�SHUVRQDO�WD[�LQFUHDVH��D�SLWFK�6ZHHQH\�LV�FHUWDLQ�WR�PDNH�WR�KLV
PHPEHUV�WR�EXLOG�VXSSRUW�

Political drama, policy drama
7KH�SROLWLFDO�GUDPD�LV�WLHG�LQH[WULFDEO\�WR�WKH�SROLF\�GUDPD�DQG��IRU�PDQ\�REVHUYHUV��LV�IDU�PRUH
LQWULJXLQJ��7KH�GXHOLQJ�WD[�SODQV�KDYH�EHHQ�YLHZHG�DV�D�SUR[\�FRQWHVW�EHWZHHQ�0XUSK\�DQG
6ZHHQH\�ZKRVH�RXWFRPH�ZLOO�GHWHUPLQH�DQG�GHILQH�SRZHU�FHQWHUV�

:KLOH�0XUSK\�KROGV�WKH�VWURQJ�KDQG�RI�WKH�H[HFXWLYH·V�RIILFH��6ZHHQH\·V�VKUHZG�SROLWLFDO�PRYH
VHQW�DQ�XQPLVWDNDEOH�VLJQDO�WKDW�WKH�SDWK�WR�UHDOL]LQJ�WKH�JRYHUQRU·V�DJHQGD�UXQV�GLUHFWO\�WKURXJK
WKH�6HQDWH�3UHVLGHQW·V�RIILFH�

6ZHHQH\�DSSHDUV�UHDG\�WR�VWDQG�ILUP��FRQILGHQW�RI�D�XQLWHG�FDXFXV�EHKLQG�KLP�DQG�ZLWK
&RXJKOLQ·V�VXSSRUW�LQ�WKH�$VVHPEO\��WR�FRQYLQFH�0XUSK\�WKDW�WKH�FRUSRUDWH�WD[�LQFUHDVH�LV�WKH�RQO\
SURJUDP�WR�HQMR\�PDMRULW\�VXSSRUW�

7KH�LQFRPH�WD[�LQFUHDVH�ZDV�D�FHQWUDO�WKHPH�LQ�0XUSK\·V�FDPSDLJQ�DQG�KH·G�EH�ORDWK�WR�EDFN�RII
LW��VHWWLQJ�XS�D�SRWHQWLDO�´ZKR�EOLQNV�ILUVWµ�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�

:KLOH�VWULNLQJ�D�FRPSURPLVH�ZRXOG�VHHP�D�ZD\�IRU�ERWK�WR�HPHUJH�SROLWLFDOO\�XQKDUPHG��LW�LV
GLIILFXOW�WR�HQYLVLRQ�VXFK�DQ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�ZKLFK�ZLOO�QRW�OHDG�WR�VSHFXODWLRQ�WKDW�RQH�RU�WKH
RWKHU�FDYHG�LQ��,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�QHUYRXVQHVV�RYHU�DFFHSWLQJ�WKUHH�WD[�LQFUHDVHV�
VRPHWKLQJ�RU�VRPHRQH�KDV�WR�JLYH�

Crucial test for governor
6KRXOG�6ZHHQH\�SUHYDLO��WKH�FXVWRPDU\�RXWFRPH�RI�EXGJHW�GHOLEHUDWLRQV�³�PXFK�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG
OLWWOH�FKDQJH�³�ZLOO�EH�FDVW�DVLGH�LQ�DQ�DVVHUWLRQ�RI�OHJLVODWLYH�SUHURJDWLYH�DQG�D�OHVVRQ�LQ�SRZHU
SROLWLFV�

)RU�0XUSK\��LW�LV�D�FUXFLDO�WHVW�RI�KLV�QHJRWLDWLQJ�VNLOO�DQG�KLV�SROLWLFDO�LQVWLQFWV��+H�FDPH�WR�RIILFH
ZLWK�VFDQW�H[HFXWLYH�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�ZLWK�QR�KLVWRU\�LQ�WKH�NLQG�RI�GHDO�PDNLQJ�HVVHQWLDO�WR
OHJLVODWLYH�VXFFHVV�

+LV�VKRUWFRPLQJV�PD\�QRW�SURYH�KLV�XQGRLQJ��EXW�ZKHQ�WKH�QH[W�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�DULVHV��DQG�LW�ZLOO��
KH·OO�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�WHVWHG�DQG�EHWWHU�SRVLWLRQHG�WR�VHH�LW�WKURXJK�VXFFHVVIXOO\�

&DUO�*ROGHQ�VHUYHG�DV�SUHVV�VHFUHWDU\�IRU�5HSXEOLFDQ�*RY��7KRPDV�.HDQ�IRU�HLJKW�\HDUV�DQG�DV
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�GLUHFWRU�IRU�5HSXEOLFDQ�*RY��&KULVWLH�:KLWPDQ�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV��+H�LV�FXUUHQWO\



D�VHQLRU�FRQWULEXWLQJ�DQDO\VW�ZLWK�WKH�:LOOLDP�-��+XJKHV�&HQWHU�IRU�3XEOLF�3ROLF\�DW�6WRFNWRQ
8QLYHUVLW\�
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