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Ambassador Hughes, who served as U.S. Ambassador to Panama and as a U.S. 

Congressman for 20 years. 

Hughes, 84, a former prosecutor in Cape May County, represented South Jersey’s 2nd 

Congressional District in the House of Representatives from 1975 to 1995. His 

legislative accomplishments include passage of a ban on ocean dumping and major 

anti-crime laws. Hughes co-authored the act that preserved the New Jersey pinelands 

from development and separately secured Wild and Scenic River status for the 

Manumuskin and Menantico rivers. He worked to prevent the FAA Technical Center, 

which is now named after Hughes, from relocating to Oklahoma. The center stayed in 

Atlantic County, and developed into the nation’s premier aviation testing facility. 

Upon retiring from Congress, then-President Bill Clinton appointed Hughes ambassador 

to Panama. Hughes served as ambassador for three years, during which he oversaw 

the process leading to the 1999 transfer of the Panama Canal back to Panamanian 

control.  

Civility in Government & Politics Award 

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman, U.S. House of Representatives, D-12th 

Prior to her election to Congress in 2014, Watson Coleman served eight consecutive 

terms in the N.J. General Assembly. She has fought to help women, economically and 

socially disadvantaged populations, and other vulnerable groups. She was the first 

African-American woman to serve as Assembly Majority Leader and as Democratic 

State Committee chair. The former Stockton University trustee is the first African-

American woman to represent New Jersey in Congress.  

Excellence in Civic Engagement Awards 

The Honorable Diane Allen, New Jersey Senate 

Allen was elected as a Republican to the state Assembly in November 1995, 

representing the Seventh District in Burlington County. She was elected to the state 

Senate two years later. Allen serves on Senate committees handling issues of health, 
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