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Galloway, N.J. - The William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy and The Press of Atlantic City 

will sponsor debates among candidates in the state’s 2nd Legislative District on Wednesday, 

Oct. 25, 2017, the cosponsors announced today. 

Both the Senate and Assembly debates will be held in the Campus Center Theatre on the 

Stockton University campus and will be open to the public. The debates will begin at 6 p.m. 

“The Hughes Center is committed to civic engagement. These debates provide a forum in which 

voters can evaluate where candidates stand on the issues,” said Sharon Schulman, Executive 

Director of the Hughes Center. 

The 2nd District, covering parts of Atlantic County, has been one of the state’s most competitive 

districts in recent elections, Schulman said. 

Incumbent Sen. Jim Whelan is retiring from office. The District 2 state Senate race pits 

Republican Assemblyman Chris Brown against Democrat Colin Bell, an attorney and former 

Atlantic County freeholder. 

In the state Assembly race, Democratic incumbent Vince Mazzeo and running mate John 

Armato will run against Republicans Vince Sera and Brenda Taube. Also running for Assembly 

in the 2nd District are independent Heather Gordon and Green Party candidate Mico Lucide. 

The cosponsors announced that the following criteria must be met for any candidate to 

participate in the debates. 
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