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As a candidate in 2017, Phil Murphy pledged that possession of small amounts of marijuana for personal and
recreational use by adults would be legalized “in the �irst 100 days” of his Administration.

While his promise was typical campaign hyperbole, there was a sense that with Republican Gov. Chris
Christie leaving of�ice and the possibility of a united government under Democratic control, prospects were
considerably brighter for weed users to kick back, relax and light up without fear of arrest, prosecution or
jail time.

And here we are.

As of this week, the governor is o� by 1,050 days give or take and still counting while the Senate and
Assembly — both controlled by his party — are at a stalemate over legislation to regulate and police the
marijuana marketplace.

This past November, some 60 percent of New Jersey voters approved a Constitutional amendment to ful ill
candidate Murphy’s campaign promise but left it to the Legislature to work out the details.

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)
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For example, Attorney General Gurbir Grewal’s order that prosecutions of low-level o�enses — possession or
under the in�uence — be halted until at least Jan. 25 signaled his doubts that a bill would reach the
governor’s desk before then.

His directive re�ects the Administration’s view as well since he would not have taken the step without
consulting with and receiving clearance from the governor’s of�ice.

Supporters have emphasized legalization as a  potential cure for the disproportionate incarceration of
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