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cannot be developed effectively without 
review and reform of governance 
practices. As new educational delivery 
modes evolve, clearly the matter of the 
role of faculty in academic governance 
must be addressed.

The Association of Governing 
Boards of Colleges and Universities’ 
(AGB) recently created Commission 
on Governance is a case in point. 
As it relates to quality assurance 
and reform of business practices 
during a time of fiscal constraints, 
and greater competition for students, 
governance at the institutional 
and state levels is likely to get 
more attention. Greater tension 
between capitals and public college 
campuses is likely to be fostered 
by increasing demand from policy 
makers for more accountability, and 
on the other hand, colleges’ desire 
for less regulation and greater 
policy flexibility, as they develop 
new business practices with limited 
public financial support.

7. Explosion of Interest in 
Technology- Not too long ago, few 
educators knew what a “MOOC” was. 
Within just two years, most individuals 
around higher education know more 

more attuned to shifts in prospective 
student populations than are public 
policy makers. As a recent Western 
Interstate Commission on Higher 
Education (WICHE) analysis indicates, 
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college opportunity for their citizens. 
Accordingly, this suggests that the 
environment may be rich for analysis 
of local and regional policy solutions to 
the challenges facing higher education; 
and certainly points to the need for 
assertive engagement of citizens as 
well as policy makers on a local level, 
to build support for policy change and 
mutual trust in proposed solutions.

A FRAMEWORK FOR  
HESIG PRIORITIES
This year, with an emphasis on 
the issues of defining college 
value and improving governance 


