


 
 

  
The reform effort was aided by a political  
environment in which government employees are  
held in low esteem by a public that blames them for  
the economic woes that beset governments at all  
levels. Repeated exposure of abuse and  
manipulation of the system and insider agreements  
that provided enormous economic windfalls for  
some overwhelmed any anti-reform arguments. 
 
Union leaders correctly maintained that previous  
legislatures and administrations regularly failed to  
make contributions to the system and pointed out  
that state employees have contributed to their  
pensions and health coverage for years. As valid as  
these points are, in politics fighting the last war is  
never successful. 
 
Christie still faces formidable challenges as he  
moves on state budget and spending issues. The  
reductions he has already ordered — particularly  
the nearly $500 million cut in aid to local school  
districts — immediately generated political and  
partisan uproar. 
 


