


 disputes and vigorously pushing for greater  
public employee contributions to pension  
and health insurance costs. 
 
Workforce reductions, expanded shared  
service agreements among municipalities  
and privatizing some government functions  
have become more widespread as well in  
efforts to ease budget pressures. 
 
Despite the progress made, there remains  
the widely held view that the impact on  
property tax levels will be comparatively  
minimal. Democratic Senate President Steve 
Sweeney, for instance, who supported both  
the cap imposition and arbitration reform,  
expressed his belief that a great many  
local governments would be unable to  
remain within the 



 

 reduced, what guarantees should be put in  
place to assure the relief is permanent? 
 
The issues are exceedingly complex and  
difficult, and fraught with political peril. In  
fact, one rationale offered in support of a  
constitutional convention was that the  
Legislature did not possess the political will  
to undertake the task on its own. 
 
Rather than a constitutional convention, the  
time may be at hand for a joint  
legislative/executive effort, along with  
private-sector involvement, to examine  
closely the existing tax structure in all its  
elements and develop recommendations  
for a fairer and more 


