Local Policy Expert Weighs in
on Ballot Question #2
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GALLOWAY, N.J. - Election Day 2016 is rapidly approaching and with that comes a
big decision for New Jerseyans who must decide whether to vote "Yes" or "No" on
the ballot question regarding gas tax.

With some confusion over how the outcome of Ballot Question #2 would impact
residents, Sharon E. Schulman, executive director of the William J. Hughes Center
for Public Policy at Stockton University, weighed in on the subject.

When voters go to the polls, Ballot Question #2 will read: Do you approve
amending the Constitution to dedicate all revenue from the State motor fuels tax
and petroleum products gross receipts tax to the Transportation Trust Fund?

The wordy question is causing some confusion amongst New Jerseyans.

“Let me make it clear, the second question doesn’t change the fact that New
Jersey just got a 23 cent increase in gas tax per gallon November 1st, it has
nothing to do with that," said Schulman.

What it does involve is where that large sum of money will go.

“So a 'Yes' vote for this, guarantees that both the revenue from the new 23 cent
tax plus the existing 10 and a half cent tax we already had will be used only for
the transportation trust fund,"” said Schulman.

The transportation fund includes roads, bridges, building, repair, and mass transit.

Stockton’s Institute of Polling released poll results on Friday was taken by 678
voters across the Garden State, the results show 63 percent of voters plan to vote
"Yes," while 33 percent are against it. However, another Stockton poll a few years
back showed 25 percent of people don’t even bother to vote on ballot questions.

“It’s called down ballot voting. So people have to be careful to watch for, there’s a
lot more than just who’s running for president and who’s your congressmen,
things go all the way down," said Schulman.

So on Tuesday at the ballots, experts advise making sure to read the whole ballot
before officially casting your vote.
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