


Christie’s already attacked Sen. Rand Paul, accusing the Kentucky senator of placing the nation in 
great peril by opposing the government’s program of massive collection of personal data. He has 
suggested that former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush was guilty of plagiarism for glomming onto some of 
Christie’s ideas for economic growth. 

And he has taken a decided lurch to the right, ev en when it left him open to charges of flip-
flopping on issues like the Common Core educational standards and gun-ownership rights. 

Like several others in the race, Christie’s foreig n policy credentials are thin, consisting pretty 
much of a pledge that if Russia’s President Putin wises off to him he’ll punch him in the nose. As 



Now that he’s concluded he is -- combat ready,  as he recently referred to his mindset -- the 
residents of New Hampshire will decide whether a governor with a sharp tongue and equally sharp 
elbows is just what the nation needs…or whether he’s embarked on a fool’s errand.

Carl Golden served as press secretary for Republican Gov. Thomas Kean for eight years and as 
communications director for Republican Gov. Chri stie Whitman for three years. He is currently 
a senior contributing analyst with the William J.  Hughes Center for Public Policy at Stockton 
University.
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