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THE RECORD

In its ruling permitting Governor Christie to cut billions of  dollars in funding for the pension system, the state Supreme Cour t 

sympathized with public employee groups, characterizing their posi



Unscathed by vetoes

Christie’s vetoes of previous millionaires tax proposals have had little adverse impact on him, and doing so again a few weeks will be 

neither surprising nor harmful. In fact, he will make good use of  it as he moves around the country on his quest for considerat ion as the 

Republican presidential nominee. Assailing tax-and-spend Democrats is a staple of Republican campaigns, and Christie will turn the 

issue to his advantage by reminding audiences that he’s struck down the tax increase legislation four times. 

He’s in a position to argue that the Supreme Court agreed with his ordering the pension spending reduction, while making the ca se that 

he’s submitted a broad package to the Legislature to reform and rescue the system and that Democrats — motivated by crass parti san 

considerations and an obsession with raising taxes — have refuse d to consider it. The political meat doesn’t get much redder th an that.

Broken model

Absent from his speeches will be any mentio


