


contending there is no evidence it has thwarted any terrorist plots and is a blatantly unconstitutional intrusion into the private lives of 

American citizens.

If Christie makes the cut for the initial candidates' debate in August by finishing somewhere in the top 10 as measured by average 

polling strength, there's no doubt he'll square off with Paul over the issue in full view of millions of viewers and voters. 

Christie's speeches on entitlement reform, greatly strengthened and vastly more expensive military capability, and dramatic changes in 

the nation's tax code are part of his overall strategy of playing off his self-description as the "tell it like it is" governor who's twice won 

election in a solidly Democratic state.

He initially referred obliquely to his opponents as lacking the backbone to address these issues directly, but has since moved into more 

direct confrontations, including naming names. 

He's gone against the grain of conventional wisdom that to offer ideas and propose solutions is to invite criticism and pushback, and 

he's been the target of both.

He hasn't made significant headway, though, and he continues to lag in polls, stuck in the second tier and often failing to even receive a 

mention in news accounts and commentaries by the national media. 


