


persistent questions about his own future and whether his visits to 39 states was calculated to 
establish a helpful network of contacts and earn the gratitude of those he helped.

The intense media attention only fueled the speculation, as did Christie’s rather coy responses to 
questions about a presidential candidacy.

“I’m thinking about it,” and “I’ll decide sometime next year,” were his stock replies -- the kind of 
responses the media is enamored of because it offers free rein for all manner of interpretation 
and conjecture.

Zipping off to Canada to promote the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline and berate 
President Barack Obama for opposing it was more of a traditional campaign swing for Christie than 
any effort to reinforce good relations with the neighbor to the north. 

With the turn of the new year only some five weeks off, though, the focus will fall heavily on 
Christie’s response to the major issues facing state government -- restoration of the 
Transportation Trust Fund, the burgeoning shortfall in the public pension system, stubbornly 
sluggish economic growth and job creation, and the perennial problem of controlling local 
property taxes.

Of deepest concern to Christie will be accusations that he has been ineffective in guiding the 
state out of the economic slump that has bedeviled it for as long as he’s been in office.

The unemployment rate has consistently exceeded the national average and, despite minor 
declines, has remained there. Little more than half the jobs lost in the 2009 downturn have been 
recovered, a sharp contrast with neighboring states that have experienced employment growth to 
and above prerecession levels. 

The administration’s budget difficulties have not entirely disappeared, and Christie has borne the 
brunt of much criticism for insisting on unrealistic revenue projections that couldn’t be met, 
leading to last-minute scrambling to avoid a deficit. 

Democrats, as well as critics in his own party, will call attention to the state’s budget travails at 
every opportunity and raise questions about Christie’s ability to deal with overarching economic 
policy -- the issue that, aside from foreign wars, has always concerned and motivated voters more 
than any other. 



Click here for reuse options!

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy 
at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey.
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