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Opinion: A peek into Elections '16 and 17

NOVEMBER 7, 2014, 4:08 PM LAST UPDATED: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2014, 5:38 PM
BY CARL GOLDEN
THE RECORD

Carl Golden, press aide to former Govs. Tom Kean and Christie Whitman, is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes
Center for Public Policy at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey.

WITH THE LONG predicted outcome of the U.S. Senate and House races never in doubt, New Jersey’s 2014 general election turned out to
be the undercard for the main events — the 2016 presidential and the 2017 gubernatorial contests.

The results of the races were the epitome of a status quo election, reinforcing the power of incumbency as well as the non-competitive
nature embedded in the congressional district map. Neither will change anytime soon.

It was almost as if New Jersey voters went to the polls last Tuesday only because the calendar and the Constitution required an election take
place so — what the heck — why not take a few minutes and participate?

Consider:
-- The partisan breakdown in the delegation remained at six Democrats and six Republicans.
-- The three open seats — two vacated by Democratic retirements and one by a Republican — remained in the same party hands.

-- The narrowest victory margin was 11 points: Republican Tom MacArthur’s defeat of Aimee Belgard in the Third District of Burlington
and Ocean counties.

-- The first-time winners won by margins of 11, 17 and 24 points — respectively MacArthur, and Democrats Donald Norcross in the First
District in Camden and Gloucester counties, and Bonnie Watson Coleman in the 12th District in Mercer and Middlesex counties.

-- Democratic U. S. Sen. Cory Booker won by 14 points.
Not one single-digit race in the bunch.
Wishful thinking

Even the late surge by Democrat Roy Cho, which gave his party a glimmer of hope to unseat Republican Rep. Scott Garrett in the Fifth
District of Bergen, Sussex and Warren counties, turned out to be wishful thinking. Garrett was re-elected by 13 points.

But it was the defeat of Republican Bergen County Executive Kathleen Donovan by Freeholder James Tedesco that reverberated through the
state’s political establishment and quickly teed up early discussions about what his victory meant for potential Democratic candidates for
governor in three years.

Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop and former ambassador Philip Murphy all threw in with Tedesco,
understanding that while he trailed in the polls, the possibility of his victory was an opportunity far too appealing to pass up.

With Democrats firmly in control of the most populous county in the state and one that is a must-win for gubernatorial candidates,
Sweeney, Fulop and Murphy made the trek to Bergen County to aid Tedesco’s campaign, hoping their contributions — personal and
financial — would be remembered fondly and with gratitude in three years.

Strengthening its hand

With Tedesco’s victory, the Bergen Democratic organization strengthened its hand considerably in dealing with potential candidates for
governor. Pilgrimages to Hackensack will become commonplace as jockeying for the inside track for the party’s favor increases in intensity.

There will be subtle reminders, and some not so subtle, of the support shown for Tedesco’s candidacy, hints that without it Donovan would
still hold the highest elected office in the county.

With the election now behind him, the attention of national party leaders will re-focus on Governor Christie, who, as chairman of the
Republican Governors Association, raised more than $100 million and campaigned in 37 states on behalf of gubernatorial and
congressional candidates.
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