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The April 15 Press editorial, "Controlling college costs/New ideas needed,” focused appropriately
on a timely, important topic, but it missed the mark regarding some of its assumptions and
possible remedies.

The editorial is entirely correct that a college degree carries high value, not just in making more
money during a lifetime, but also for an overall improved quality of life. Recent research indicates
that this is true globally, not just in America. And it is correct, too, that the cost of college
continues to rise, adding to the personal debt of students and families, and perhaps discouraging
too many citizens from starting or completing college.

But the critical issue to recognize in looking for a remedy is not that students pay too much -
rather, it's that they pay too big a share of college costs at public institutions, which 80 percent of

all New Jersey students attend. ) ]
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Beyond public disinvestment, the major elements driving cost



Such a study is long overdue in



