
 

NJ Chief Justice Stuart Rabner's case shines light on judicial 
selection: Opinion

stuart-rabner-nj-supreme-court.JPG

The New Jersey State Bar Association has endorsed the reappointment of Chi7 TD-a
/TT4 1 Tf
1.6333 0 TD
.0019 Tc
-.0037 Tw
[(St)4.1(ar)5.6(-L)5.8(edge)6(r Gue)6(s)1.8(t Co)8.4(lum)6.7(n)1(ist )]TJ
/TT2 1 Tf
16.56 0 TD
0 Tc
0 Tw
( )Tj
/TT4 1 Tf
-34.7533 -1.8467 TD
-.0003 Tc
-.0015 Tw
[(Follow on T)-5.3(w)-.8(itter)]TJ
/TT2 1 Tf
9.8467 0 TD
.0018 Tc
0 Tw
(  )Tj
-9.8467 -1.8533 TD
-.0016 Tc
.0034 Tw
[(on Ap)-5.2(ril 17,)-4.5( 20)-5.9(14 at 12)-5.9(:00 P)-5.2(M)1.2(,)-4.5( up)-5.2(date)-5.9(d )6.7(Ap)-5.2(ril 18)-5.9(, 20)-5.9(14 at 8:)-7.5(04)-5.9( A)-4.7(M)1.2( )]TJ
/TT4 1 Tf
0 -2.68 TD
-.0011 Tc
-.0007 Tw
[(By Carl)-6( Golden)]TJ
/TT2 1 Tf
0 -3.52 TD
-.0009 Tc
.0027 Tw
[(Wit)-6.9(h)-1.4( )6.7(Chief Justic)-6.6(e Stuart Ra)-7(bner)-7.5(’s )6.7(i)-6.5(n)-1.4(itial seve)-5.2(n-ye)-5.2(ar term on )6.7(t)-6.9(h)5.2(e)-5.2( Supre)-5.2(m)-1.6(e Court)-6.9( )6.7(due to expire)-5.2( in l)-6.5(i).2(ttle more )]TJ
0 -1.8467 TD
.0002 Tc
.0016 Tw
[(than two )6.7(months (June )6.7(29, )6.7(t)-5.8(o).5( )6.7(be precise), the New)5.2( )]TJ
26.14 0 TD
-.001 Tc
.0028 Tw
[(Je)-5.3(rsey Stat)-7(e Ba)-7.1(r Associa)-7.1(t)-.3(ion h)5.1(a)-7.1(s )6.7(c)-6.7(a)-.4(pital)-6.6(i).1(zed on the )]TJ
-26.14 -1.8467 TD
-.0002 Tc
.002 Tw
[(speculati)-5.8(o).1(n )6.7(surrounding his renominati)-5.8(on )6.7(to)-6.6( recommend )] 
TJ
28.8533 0 TD
-.0001 Tc
.0019 Tw
[(altering the selecti)-5.7(o).2(n )6.7(and )6.7(t)-6.1(e)2.3(nure-granting process )]TJ
-28.8533 -1.8533 TD
-.0008 Tc
.0026 Tw
[(for all judges)-6.5(.)]TJ
0 -3.5133 TD
-.0004 Tc
.0022 Tw
[(By )6.7(tying )6.7(t)-6.4(h)-.9(e proposals to the highest-)-6.3(profil)-6(e judicial )]TJ
26.4867 0 TD
0 Tc
.0018 Tw
[(renom)6(i)-5.6(nation, the )6.7(bar associati)-5.6(o).3(n, which h)6.1(a)-6.1(s )6.7(endorsed )]TJ
-26.4867 -1.8533 TD
-.0004 Tc
.0022 Tw
[(Rabner, )6.7(s)-6.1(eeks to draw)-8.7( )6.7(greater attention to )6.7(i)-6(t).3(s suggestions,)]TJ
29.7333 0 TD
.0044 Tc
-.0093 Tw
[( )-6.7(w)9.4(h)3.9(ic)5.4(h)3.9( it)5.1( sa)5(y)9.5(s)-1.3( wi)5.5(l)5.5(l)-1.2( pr)4.5(o)4.7(t)5.1(e)6.8(c)]TJ
12.3467 0 TD
.0003 Tc
-.0052 Tw
[(t )-6.7(the principle of judi)-5.3(cial )]TJ
-42.08 -1.8467 TD
-.0007 Tc
.0025 Tw
[(indepe)-5(ndenc)-6.4(e)1.7(. The judiciary, )6.7(it)-6.7( )6.7(sa)-6.8(ys, must be free)-5( )6.7(of outs)]TJ
29.06 0 TD
-.0042 Tw
[(ide )-6.7(influences)-6.4( and press)-6.4(u)-1.2(res )-6.7(if i)-6.3(t)0( i)-6.3(s).3( t)-6.7(o)-.4( re)-5(tain )-6.7(public )]TJ
-29.06 -1.8533 TD
.0024 Tw
[(confide)-4.9(n)-1.1(ce and se)-4.9(cure its)-6.3( )6.7(pl)-6.2(ace as one where dispute)-4.9(s).4( are sett)-6.6(led in accordance with law.)] 
TJ
0 -3.5133 TD
-.0004 Tc
.0022 Tw
[(Gov. )6.7(Chris)-6.1( Christie)-4.7( )6.7(has)-6.1( )6.7(re)-4.7(mained )6.7(most)-6.4(ly si)-6(lent about his inte)-4.7(ntions, )6.7(and )6.7(t)-6.4(h)-.9(e bar )6.7(associ)-6(ation’)-5.2(s timing in )]TJ
0 -1.8467 TD
-.0006 Tc
.0024 Tw
[(rel)-6.2(e)1.8(asing )6.7(i)-6.2(t).1(s proposals see)-4.9(m)-1.3(s )6.7(t)-6.6(o)-.3( )6.7(be a pre)-4.9(-).2(empti)-6.2(v)4.5(e)-4.9( strike)-4.9( )]TJ
28.68 0 TD
-.0005 Tc
.0023 Tw
[(to ratchet up )6.7(legis)-6.2(l).6(ative an)]TJ
13.48 0 TD
-.0004 Tc
.0022 Tw
[(d public awareness of )6.7(the)]TJ
ET
q
1 i 
315.84 323.4 238.44 10.86 re
W n
BT
9 0 0 9 553.02 325.26 Tm
0 Tc
0 Tw
( )Tj
ET
Q
BT
9 0 0 9 57.72 308.58 Tm
[(gra)-6.5(v)4.7(it)-6.4(y)4.7( of the chief)-8.8( )6.7(just)-6.4(ice continuing )6.7(t)-6.4(o)-.1( )6.7(l)-6(e)2(ad the )6.7(cour)]TJ
27.0333 0 TD
-.0002 Tc
.002 Tw
[(t)-6.2(.)3.6( Deny)4.9(i)-5.8(n)-.7(g a sitting )6.7(chi)-5.8(e)2.2(f )6.7(justic)-5.9(e renomination would, in)]TJ
ET
q
1 i 
448.32 306.72 105.96 10.86 re
W n
BT
9 0 0 9 552.54 308.58 Tm
0 Tc
0 Tw
( )Tj
ET
Q
BT
9 0 0 9 57.72 291.9601 Tm
-.0005 Tc
.0023 Tw
[(the opinion of some)-4.8(, result)-6.5( )6.7(in a major )6.7(politic)-6.2(al upheaval)]TJ
28.1533 0 TD
-.0003 Tc
 
.0021 Tw
[(, an )6.7(e)-4.6(v)4.8(e)-4.6(n)-.8(tuality that Chri)-5.9(stie can ill afford while he )]TJ
-28.1533 -1.8533 TD
-.0006 Tc
-.0043 Tw
[(continue)-4.9(s deal)-6.2(ing with t)-6.6(h)-1.1(e )-6.7(Bri)-6.2(d)2.4(gegat)-6.6(e)1.8( )-6.7(scandal)-6.2(. )]TJ
0 -3.5133 TD
0 Tc
.0018 Tw
[(The )6.7(governor has been a )6.7(freqf.,rd n.3m )]TJ
0 -3ie(J
0 -3r.w na81.1i
0-7(govcourt has  rul t)s1i
0-7 -3)12(alit5)-45.7(o).3(lv t)-(govschoo whideqf.,rdormula(e)d-(gov3.5133 T.7(46706 Tc
-.028 Tw
[(2e )6.7Council on Aile habTJ
Hous t), le  instancie caneat)
0 -Us t)eqf.,rcie canode wo3.51329.7 Tc
006 Tc
-.058 Tw
[(2ontinuerds)]TJ
0eqf.,rsuc



FOLLOW STAR-LEDGER OPINION: TWITTER • FACEBOOK

It would remove from the governor and the Senate the ability to refuse to renominate or reconfirm a judge 

based on anything other than a finding of unfit to serve.

History is not on the bar association’s side and it’s likely that its proposals will be ignored in favor of 

retaining the system in force since the adoption of the 1947 constitution, providing for the initial term after 

which the governor decides on renomination and the judge granted tenure until the mandatory retirement 

age of 70.

The odds that this constitutional rewrite would be ap


