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The New Jersey Working Families Alliance, a coalition consisting primarily of labor unions and New
Jersey Citizen Action, filed a complaint against Samson with the State Ethics Commission alleging that he
used his position as Port Authority chairman to benefit law-firm clients including New Jersey Transit, the
South Jersey Transportation Authority, PSE&G, BRG Harrison Lofts Urban Renewal LLC, and a
part-owner of Railroad Construction Company Inc.

Robert Del Tufo, who was New Jersey’s U.S. attorney from 1977 to 1980 and its state attorney general
from 1990 to 1993, said Samson may be reluctant to step down, even if that might ease some of the
political pressure facing Christie, because of the publicity that would yield and the conclusions some might
draw.

“Let me just say that David Samson was and is an effective attorney in New Jersey, but the potential
conflicts of interest that he has exhibited on the Port Authority would suggest that his leadership might be
compromised,” Del Tufo said. “Just on the basis of the welfare of the Port Authority, he ought to consider
alternatives to being chairman.”

Christie and Samson have been friends for more than 10 years, dating to when they served as New
Jersey’s top federal and state prosecutors, respectively. Samson served as Christie’s campaign counsel
and transition-team chairman in 2009 and has accompanied the governor on some of his out-of-state
political trips.

“Obviously they’re close,” Golden said. “There’s loyalty there, and I assume a pretty close personal
relationship as well, and those are difficult because if there comes a time when one or the other concludes
that it’s necessary to part company, that’s a very difficult choice to make. There’s obviously a strong trust
between the two of them, or they wouldn’t be where they are.”

“Loyalty obviously works both ways,” Golden said. “If a governor’s going to be loyal to you, in response to
that loyalty you have an obligation to not engage in conduct which is going to be embarrassing or
controversial. It would certainly seem the limits of that loyalty are being tested pretty severely at the
moment.”
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