
ion in income tax rates or a mechanism to 

permit homeowners to take a credit against pr operty taxes. To succeed, it will be necessary 

for him to convince legislative leaders that the state’s revenue situation has improved to a 

p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  c a n  a b s o r b  t h e  l o s s  p r o d u c e d  b y  a  t a x  c u t .

T h e  g o v e r n o r  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e n e w  h i s  c a l l  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t  f a v o r a b l y  o n  h i s  

earlier proposals to assist local governments in  fending off property tax increases through a 

sharing of services, capping retirement and si c k  l e a v e  p a y o u t s  f o r  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  

e l i m i n a t i n g  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  c o v e r a g e  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .

While he may continue to urge municipal consoli dations, there is little appetite in the 

Legislature for mandating them, and the entrenched resistance at the local level remains as 

s t r o n g  a s  e v e r .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  a n y  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  b e  a c h i e v e d  o n  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .

Christie will continue to pursue a public education reform agenda, urging among other steps 

t h a t  t h e  r e v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r  t e n u r e  s y s t e m  e n a c t e d  i n  h i s  f i r s t  t e r m  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  



At the same time, Senate President Steve Sweeney is widely presumed to be charting a 
path toward the Democratic gubernatorial nomination in 2017 and his help will be critical in 
dealing with the governor’s agenda.

Lastly, the scandal that has erupted over the administration’s involvement in ordering the 
closure of access lanes to the George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee shows no signs of 
abating. It holds the potential for crowding out all else as the year progresses.

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for 
Public Policy at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey. 
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