


The alliances formed between Norcross and the Hudson/Essex party organizations constitute a 
formidable powerbase, capable of clearing the field and averting any serious primary election 
challenge to a Sweeney candidacy.

For the Senate president, though, history is not on his side.

Of the 11 governors elected since the adoption in 1947 of the state Constitution, none came 
directly from the Legislature. Several served in either house but left prior to their election while 
many sitting legislators failed in attempts to use their experience as a springboard. 

Sweeney will preside over the Senate for the next four years, wielding the broad authority of his 
office to decide which bills will receive consid


