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WASHINGTON (CNN) -

The special Senate race in New Jersey is getting tighter, but Democratic nominee Cory Booker

still leads his GOP opponent, according to a new poll released Tuesday.

And a separate poll indicates Booker has an even wider lead over former Bogota Mayor Steve

Lonegan, with less than a month to go before the October 16 special election.

A Quinnipiac University survey shows Booker ahead of Lonegan, 53%-41%, among likely voters.

The 12 percentage point difference is narrower than Quinnipaic's poll last month, when Booker

had a 54%-29% advantage over Lonegan among registered voters. That poll, however, was taken

shortly before the primary and before the candidates became their respective parties' nominees.

While each candidate has the overwhelming

support of their respective parties in the new poll,

the vote among independents is more divided, with

47% for Booker and 44% for Lonegan.

Booker has benefited from stellar fundraising

numbers and high profile endorsements. Celebrity

heavyweights Matt Damon, Ben Affleck and

Jennifer Garner hosted a Los Angeles fundraiser

Monday night for the Newark mayor, following

Oprah Winfrey's fundraiser last month.

On Tuesday, Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick will

hit the campaign trail in New Jersey for Booker.

Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute, argued the slimmer gap

between Booker and Lonegan could be due to news of increased crime in Newark, as well as

Lonegan's accusations that Booker is too preoccupied with his celebrity status.

"Maybe that 'show horse vs. work horse' charge from Republican Steve Lonegan is having an

impact," Carroll said.

Another survey, the Stockton Polling Institute poll, shows Booker has a 26 percentage point lead

over Lonegan, 58%-32%, among likely voters.
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