


fiscal discipline on local governments, limiting their taxing authority, and curbing wages and fringe benefits of 
their employees.

It is, of course, no small irony that recognizing property taxes as a uniquely local matter led to the enactment 
of the homestead rebate program in the first place. It was the state’s message to homeowners that while it 
could not affect property taxes, the rebate check would help them pay the bill.

Middlesex County state Sen. Barbara Buono, the presumptive Democratic gubernatorial nominee, will most 
assuredly make use of the comparative tax study to ramp up her argument that Christie’s policies —
specifically the sharp rebate reductions — have punished the middle class and the poor while offering the 
wealthy a pass.

With property taxes consistently ranking as the most serious issue facing New Jerseyans, Buono will have at 
her disposal hard numbers to offer as proof that Christie’s claims of victory in the property tax fight are more 
spin than substance. The refusal of the administration as well as the governor’s campaign to rebut the study’s 
findings open the way for Buono to exploit the issue and potentially gain significant traction.

She remains the decided underdog in need of an overarching theme and readily understood issue to present a 
clear contrast with the incumbent.

She may have found it in the Christie-Corzine comparative study.
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