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Vacations Overtake Gambli ng as Reason to Visit 
Atlantic City, Stockton Poll Says
For the first time in six years, gambling was not the No. 1 reason given for visiting the 
destination resort.
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“Vacations or getaway” was listed by 38 percent of respondents as their reason for visiting 
Atlantic City, while 27 percent listed gambli ng as their main reason for visiting.

The poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 3.7 percentage points.

The percentage o f visitors to the city with children younger than age of 18 doubled from a 
similar survey conducted by LIGHT two years ago, from 9 percent to 18 percent. LIGHT 
Executive Director Dr. Israel Posner compared this statistic to one from a similar survey 
conducted concerning Las Vegas last year, in which families wi th children under 18 reached 11 
percent.

The survey, conducted from Feb. 1-15 of this  year, found that while gambling was not the 
main purpose for visiting Atlantic City, 74 percent of those visiting did gamble while there.

“Those visitors are somewhat older than the non- gamblers who are more than twice as likely 
to include children in their party ,” Posner said. 

All those who were surveyed lived between 50 and 200 miles from Atlantic City, and a majority 
said they do n’t plan their trips to the city more than two weeks ahead of time.

The famous Atlantic City Boar dwalk draws 81 percent of those visiting the city, while 54 
percent said they visited the Marina District and 45 percent visited The Walk (Tanger Outlets).

Areas outside of Atlantic City dr ew just 12 percent of visitors.

“Atlantic City is continuing its transformation from a gambling-c entic  destination to one that 
attracts tourists for a broader range of entert ainment options – and more often than in the 
recent past – with children,” Posner said.

In that vein:

* 92 percent said they are “very likely” or “likely” to return to Atlantic City, while only 8 
percent said they are “unlikely”  or “very unlikely” to return.

* 39 percent found their Atlantic City experience  “more” satisfying that other casinos they’ve 
visited in the Northeast, while 7 percent found Atlantic City less satisfying; and

* 69 percent said they were “ver y satisfied” or “somewhat satisfied” with their Atlantic City 
visit; while 31 percent were “somewhat” or “very dissatisfied.”

Interviews are conducted at the Stockton Polling Institute by liv e interviewers calling from the 
Stockton College campus in Galloway, Intervie wers called both landlines and cell phones. All 
prospective respondent households in the sour ce telephone list have the same chance of 
joining the sample because of the random digi tal dialing system (RDD). Data is weighted 
according to United States Census Bureau demo graphics for New Jersey voter age population.
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