




Both DiVincenzo and Newark leader Steve Adubato Sr. enjoy close relationships with 

Christie and have vested interests in continuing them. Some party insiders have predicted a 

DiVincenzo endorsement of Christie, although the county executive’s actions so far have 

been tantamount to one, and more definitive public comment isn’t necessary.

None of this, of course, is lost on Buono. She’s aware of Sweeney’s efforts earlier this year to 

recruit a candidate other than her and she understands the view that she cannot defeat 

Christie, so there’s no benefit in hitchi ng the party’s future to a losing cause.

While Christie remains the overwhelming favori te, recent polling reveals a decline in his 

support and, more troubling for him perhaps,  dissatisfaction with his handling of the 

intertwined issues of job creation, economic recovery and the state’s persistently high 

unemployment rate.

Buono will most certainly focus on these issues and try to make the case that a change in 

leadership is critical if the state is to restore its economic health and vitality.

The task is difficult enough without the added burden of looking over her shoulder at party 

leaders whose interest in her success appears non-existent.
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