


has never been particularly high — a history not lost on Senate Democrats.

Tax and spending issues will again dominate the gubernatorial and legislative

campaigns, abetted by differing platforms on job creation and economic growth,

education funding, health care, transportation and progress — or lack of progress — in

rebuilding shore regions devastated by Hurricane Sandy last October.

Democratic legislative candidates have no reason to fear being the target of criticism for

the strategy of delay, clearly understanding that voters are motivated by the worrisome

kitchen table issues that directly impact their daily lives. On the list of personal political

priorities, Supreme Court nominees don’t make the cut.

Adding to their comfort level is the legislative districts’ composition which tilts heavily

toward incumbents. Absent a crushing landslide in the gubernatorial race, Democrats

will likely retain control of the Legislature.

Middlesex County state Sen. Barbara Buono, the presumptive Democratic

gubernatorial nominee, may make use of the impasse by blaming the governor for

attempting to stack the Supreme Court with justices who share his political philosophy,

particularly on the question of the constitutionality of the state’s formula for allocating

aid to local school districts.
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