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There’s speculation that the party hierarchy is considering presenting a stark choice to

the senator: Retire gracefully and go out a winner or face the indignity of being kicked

to the curb by his own party.

For Booker, the decision wasn’t difficult. He didn’t wrestle with his conscience. He

didn’t wake up at 3 a.m. in a cold sweat of indecision. He knew he’d be the odds-on

favorite in a run for the Senate, but for governor, not so much.

A primary contest for the Senate nomination remains a possibility, but the party would

almost certainly coalesce around Booker. As for Rep. Frank Pallone of Monmouth

County, who’s waited patiently for Lautenberg to retire and clear the way for him, he’s

destined to be a bridesmaid yet again.

Republicans, who haven’t won a Senate election since 1972, face a grim 2014. Its bench

is sparse and no Republican in the state’s congressional delegation, for example, has

expressed any interest in trying to reverse 40 years of futility.

Booker’s decision leaves the Democratic Party in something of a muddle as it goes

about settling on a candidate to oppose Christie. Even though the governor’s job

approval rating soared into the uncharted territory in excess of 70 percent, it will





Sort By: 
Most Recent



Gary (http://connect.nj.com/user/Kaiserg/index.html)

5 Days Ago (http://nj.com/times-opinion/index.ssf/2012/12

/opinion_for_newark_mayor_cory.html/post/2012-12-27

/1356635960-700-348.html)

• Reply

The meds loves to be played by he Dems. Suck ups they are.

(http://nj.com/)

corybookerforsenate (http://connect.nj.com
/user/corybookerforsenate/index.html)

5 Days Ago (http://nj.com/times-opinion/index.ssf/2012/12

/opinion_for_newark_mayor_cory.html/post/2012-12-27

/1356627032-869-652.html)

• Reply

Lets send this guy to Washington.He will be the best voice New Jersey
could ever ask for. www.corybookerforsenate.com

(http://nj.com/)

CSchoonmaker (http://connect.nj.com
/user/cschoonmaker/index.html)

2 Days Ago (http://nj.com/times-opinion/index.ssf/2012/12

/opinion_for_newark_mayor_cory.html/post/2012-12-30

/1356915257-114-613.html)

• Reply

How DARE you put in a phony URL that redirects to a Ron
Paul for President website? I have flagged your contemptible
post.

(http://nj.com/)

fredp0444 (http://connect.nj.com/user/fredp0444/index.html)



(http://www.nj.com



About NJ.com
(http://www.nj.com
/aboutus/)
Advertise with us
(http://www.nj.com
/advertise/)
Contact Us
(http://www.nj.com
/contactus/)

Jobs at NJ.com
(http://jobs.nj.com
/careers/company
/detail/id/134004)
Newsletters
(http://update.nj.com
/adv_nj/newsletters
/nj/subscribe.htm)
RSS feeds
(http://www.nj.com
/rss/)

Interact
(http://www.nj.com
/interact/)
Weather
(http://www.nj.com
/weather/)
Blogs
(http://www.nj.com
/blogs/)
Premium Blogs
(http://www.nj.com
/blogs/premium/)
Site map
(http://www.nj.com
/siteindex/)
Claim your free
business listing
(http://mymarketplaceadmin.travidia.com
/registration
/default.aspx?_act=Display&
_con=Claim%20Your%20Listing.html&
mp=800101&

Search
(http://search.nj.com/)
Place an ad
(http://www.nj.com
/placead/)
Sell your car
(http://www.nj.com
/placead/)
Sell/rent your home
(http://www.nj.com
/placead/)
Post a job
(http://www.nj.com
/jobs/products
/index.ssf)
Post a free
classified ad
(http://www.nj.com
/classifieds/free/)
Apartments &
rentals
(http://realestate.nj.com

About Us

More on NJ.com

N.J. News
(http://www.nj.com
/news/)
Local News
(http://www.nj.com
/local/)
N.J. Politics
(http://www.nj.com
/politics/)
Sports
(http://www.nj.com
/sports/)
High School Sports
(http://highschoolsports.nj.com/)
Entertainment
(http://www.nj.com
/entertainment/)
Living
(http://www.nj.com
/living/)
Business
(http://www.nj.com
/business/)
Opinion
(http://www.nj.com
/opinion/)
Inside Jersey
(http://www.nj.com
/inside-jersey)

Shore
(http://www.nj.com
/shore/)
Obituaries
(http://www.nj.com
/obituaries/)
Jobs
(http://www.nj.com
/jobs/)
Autos
(http://autos.nj.com/)
Real Estate
(http://realestate.nj.com/)
Rentals
(http://realestate.nj.com
/for-rent/)
Classifieds
(http://classifieds.nj.com/)
Shopping Good
Deals
(http://findnsave.nj.com/)
Local Businesses
(http://businessfinder.nj.com/)
Special Sections
(http://sections.nj.com
/SS/Tiles2.aspx)

Become a blogger
(http://www.nj.com
/contribute/index.ssf
/2010/03
/be_a_blogger_on_njcom_1.html)
Submit your photos
(http://photos.nj.com

Forums
(http://www.nj.com
/forums/)
Register for free
with NJ.com
(https://signup.nj.com
/register/)

NJ.com Sections



(http://www.advancedigital.com/)

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (http://www.nj.com

/useragreement/) and Privacy Policy (http://www.nj.com/privacypolicy/) (Revised November 1, 2011)

© 2012 New Jersey On-Line LLC. All rights reserved (About Us (http://www.nj.com/aboutus/)).

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with


