


Without such investment, they contend, New Jersey risks falling behind neighboring states, such as New York and

Connecticut, which have allocated hundreds of millions of dollars a year on higher education facilities.

The stakes are exceedingly high, they say — nothing less than the state’s viability and the opportunity to replace jobs

lost in the ongoing shift from a manufacturing to a complex technological economy. Failure to prepare will consign the

state to second place or worse, because its work force is not equipped to succeed in a global economic environment.

Assuming additional debt at a time of economic downturn and slow recovery is of concern to many, who argue that,

while investment in higher education is a worthwhile endeavor, the state’s bonded indebtedness already weighs

heavily on the budget, and taking on a greater burden is unwise.

Supporters of the bond act confront the difficult task of convincing voters that investing now will reap enormous

dividends in the longer term by attracting private-sector innovation, development and entrepreneurial venture

capital.



preceded by a lower-case i, followed by “pod,” “pad” or “phone.”

Supporters of the bond issue are hoping voters will keep that in mind Nov. 6.


