
 CAPE MAY — Joe Bogle is selling more
fudge, so he’s pleased with the new $10.5
million Cape May Convention Hall.

Bogle, owner of The Original Fudge Kitchen
just east of the new hall on The
Promenade, is one of many merchants
reporting an increase in sales since the hall
opened Memorial Day weekend.

“It’s certainly helped our business,” Bogle
said. “I wouldn’t call it a dramatic increase,
but it helped. We stay open all the time,



 Greater Wildwoods Tourism Improvement
and Development Authority, said the
Wildwoods Convention Center, which hosts
about 220 event days and 151 groups
each year, brings in 240,000 visitors
annually and 132,000 room nights.

The center has contributed what he
estimated to be more than $200 million to
the local economy since 2002.

“We are now doing things in February and
March and October and November we
could never do before,” Siciliano said.

Busler said the Wildwoods Convention
Center is an example of a facility outside
Atlantic City that has found its place in the
convention market, hosting what are known
as SMERF events: Social, Military,
Educational, Recreational and Fraternal
conventions and groups.

If Cape May could find its own unique
market, those off-season months could
become a boon, he said.

Before it closed, the old Convention Hall



 


